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God Shows Me Who | Am

The Road to Damascus

1.

Saul the Persecutor

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Acts 9:1-2

“I myself was convinced that | ought to do many things in opposing the name
of Jesus of Nazareth. And | did so in Jerusalem. | not only locked up many
of the saints in prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, but
when they were put to death | cast my vote against them. And | punished
them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in
raging fury against them | persecuted them even to foreign cities.”

Acts 26:9-11

And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And
Saul approved of his execution . . . Acts 7:59-8:1a

God shows us who we were.

. .. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Philippians 3:4b-6

Saul the Pursued

Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light
from heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground, he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who
are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” Acts 9:3-5
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Holy Spirit conviction questions:
e Why are you?
e Who are you?
e Where are you?

But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” Genesis 3:9

e \What are you?

“But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to
do.” Acts 9:6

God shows us who we are.

And when we had all fallen to the ground, | heard a voice saying to me in the
Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for
you to kick against the goads.’ Acts 26:14

Paul the Proclaimer

Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw
nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. And
for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Acts 9:8-9

But rise and stand upon your feet, for | have appeared to you for this
purpose, t0 appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in
which you have seen me and to those in which | will appear to you,
delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom | am
sending you to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ Acts 26:16-18

God shows me who | will become.

But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how
much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. And here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” But the
Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my
name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.” Acts 9:13-15

Bottom line:
God shows me that | am:
e A servant.

e Awitness.
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